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1 LVMF 17B.2 | Golden Jubilee/Hungerford Footbridges: downstream – close to the Westminster bank | Telephoto

Existing

Existing

6.16 The Hungerford Pedestrian Bridges – also 
known as the Golden Jubilee Bridges – flank 
the Hungerford railway bridge. The footbridges 
were designed by the architects Lifschutz 

Davidson and were opened as a Millennium 
Project in 2003. The viewpoint is from LVMF 
position 17B.2 and is located approximately 
2.15km to the south-west of the site. The view 
is presented here with a photograph using the 
standard lens, and in agreement with CoLC 

planning officers, with a telephoto lens (View 
1T) for great clarity (but which does not repre-
sent the image received by the naked human 
eye, nor is it required for assessment by the 
LVMF SPG (Ref. 1-8)).

6.17 The upstream bridge links Trafalgar Square 
and Northumberland Avenue in Westminster 
with the Jubilee Gardens and South Bank 
Centre across the River Thames in Lambeth. It 
provides broad views of Westminster Bridge, 
Whitehall and Westminster, as well as Lambeth. 

The downstream bridge links the Embankment 
Underground Station with the terrace of the 
Grade I listed Royal Festival Hall, and provides 
views of Waterloo Bridge and Somerset House, 
as well as the river frontage of Southwark and 
the commercial City beyond. St Paul’s Cathedral, 
including the western towers, is prominently 
visible at the centre of the view, rising above 
the general townscape and forming the focal 
point as the key strategic landmark. The 
Visual Management Guidance states that: 
“The setting of St Paul’s Cathedral within the 
view, as the singular most important structure, 
should be preserved or enhanced.” (Ref. 1-8, 
para. 301). Also noted in the LVMF SPG: “The 
dominant element in this view is the expanse 
of the river, which forms a very wide foreground 
and middle ground. Waterloo Bridge, and trees 
on the Embankment, are significant elements 
of horizontality.” (Ref. 1-8, para. 299).

6.18 Numerous towers come into view downstream 
when walking across the Bridge: religious, 
commercial, and residential. In the background, 
the City Cluster of tall commercial buildings 
characterises the skyline to the right of St Paul’s 
Cathedral. To the left of the Cathedral, tall build-
ings within the northern area of the City are 
visible; including the Broadgate Tower, Principal 
Place, City Point and The Heron (Milton Court). 
To the left, of this the five stages of the spire 
of St Bride’s (Grade I) and the dome of the Old 
Bailey (Grade II*) are visible. St Bride’s is identi-
fied in the LVMF SPG as a ‘landmark’ whilst the 
Old Bailey has a secondary status and is listed 
as ‘also in the view’. Both historic buildings are 
described as “distinctive vertical elements seen 
against the sky” (Ref. 1-8, para. 300). The sky 
space around the Old Bailey dome has been 
greatly reduced by 200 Aldersgate but the 
building is still legible adjacent to St Bride’s. The 
gilded statue of Lady Justice remains visible 
against the sky. To the left of 200 Aldersgate, 

EXISTING
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Proposed

6.23 A sliver of the top of the proposed Rotunda 
Building would appear to the right of the spire 
of the Grade I listed Church of St Bride’s. The 
top of New Bastion House would replace the 
existing Bastion House further right. The tele-
photo version of the view (1T) shows that the 
top of the Rotunda Building would be set well 
below the top of the lowest tier of St Brides and 
below the top of the arches set within the spire. 
As a result, the loss of sky within the backdrop 
of the spire of St Bride’s would be very slight 
and its verticality and distinctive tiered profile 
would remain a clearly legible feature of the 
view, seen against open sky. With the naked 
eye, the top of the Rotunda Building would be 
little noticed, if at all, within the river prospect, 
in which a number of landmark features catch 
the eye, including St Bride’s. The light coloura-
tion of the materiality of the Rotunda Building 
would further ensure that it would form a reces-
sive element of the background skyline with St 
Bride’s having visual prominence.

6.24 The top of New Bastion House would appear at 
a similar height as the existing Bastion House, 
with a slightly broader mass, more modulated 
form and lighter materiality. It would maintain 
the existing stepped and layered skyline char-
acter in that part of the view, rising up and away 
from the spire of St Bride’s further left. It would 
have a lighter and more recessive appearance 
on the skyline than the existing building.

6.25 The character and high quality of the LVMF 
River Prospect would be fully maintained. The 
setting of St Paul’s Cathedral, which forms the 
focus of the view, would be fully preserved. The 
visual setting of St Bride’s would be altered to a 
negligible degree. The spire of St Bride’s would 
remain visible as a landmark and distinctive 
vertical element against the sky.

6.26 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.27 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral

the three Grade II listed Barbican Towers punc-
tuate the skyline and appear as separate back-
ground vertical elements.

6.19 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.20 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.21 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.22 Sensitivity: high

PROPOSED
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6.28 The consented Salisbury Square development 
is located partially in front of the proposed 
development in this view and is shown here as 
an orange wireline with a semi-transparent infill 
to aid legibility for the reader. The Salisbury 
Square development is visible both stepping up 
and away to the left of the dome of the Old 
Bailey (Grade II*), and in front of the proposed 
Rotunda Building, at the base of the spire of 
St Bride’s. There would be a very slight reduc-
tion in the degree of visibility of the proposed 
Rotunda Building, however the overall effect is 
likely to be the same as for the proposed devel-
opment in isolation.

6.29 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.30 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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2 LVMF 17B.1 | Golden Jubilee/Hungerford Footbridges: downstream – crossing the Westminster bank

Existing

Existing

6.31 This view is from Assessment Point 17B.2 in 
the LVMF SPG (Ref. 1-8), south of Assessment 
Point 17B.1 (View 1) on Hungerford Bridge, 
positioned further south along the northern 

footbridge. The viewpoint is located approxi-
mately 2.5km to the south-west of the site. The 
view is presented here with a photograph using 
the standard lens, and with a telephoto lens 
(View 2T) for great clarity (but which does not 
represent the image received by the naked eye, 

nor is it required for assessment by the LVMF 
SPG (Ref. 1-8)).

6.32 The Grade I listed Royal Festival Hall is just 
visible at the south end of the bridge and to the 
far right of the frame with the Royal National 

Theatre (Grade II*), the LWT Building, the 
Southbank Central and the OXO Tower all visible 
moving along the riverbank. 20 Fenchurch 
Street appears in the distance of this cluster, 
marking the southern extremity of the City 
Cluster. Within the City Cluster, 22 Bishopsgate, 

122 Leadenhall Street, 52-54 Lime Street, 
Salesforce Tower and Tower 42 are all clearly 
seen with a secondary tier of buildings in front 
of them that include 99 Bishopsgate, 125 Old 
Broadgate and the Willis Building (51 Lime 
Street). Moving west and clearly separate is St 
Paul’s Cathedral which forms the focal point 
and key strategic landmark in the view. To the 
left of St Paul’s are the tall buildings within the 
northern part of the City, including Broadgate 
Tower, Principal Place and City Place. As with 
Assessment Point 17B.2, St Bride’s is identi-
fied in the LVMF SPG as a ‘landmark’ whilst the 
Old Bailey has a secondary status and is listed 
as ‘also in the view’. Both historic buildings 
are described as “distinctive vertical elements 
seen against the sky” (Ref. 1-8, para. 300). To 
the immediate left of the Old Bailey is 200 
Aldersgate which forms a partial backdrop to 
the lower element of the Old Bailey’s dome 
and a clustered form on the skyline with the 
spire of St Bride’s. The three Grade II listed 
Barbican Towers punctuate the skyline to the 
left of this and are also noted in the LVMF SPG 
as secondary buildings that are ‘also in the 
view’. In front of this group of tall buildings that 
punctuate the background skyline is a sweep 
of mid-rise buildings that form a dense town-
scape behind the Embankment trees, these 
include the taller Alban Gate with its distinct 
semi-circular roofline, and Bastion House where 
the uppermost storeys can be seen above the 
foreground buildings.

6.33 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.34 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.35 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

EXISTING
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6.36 Sensitivity: high

Proposed

6.37 The top of the proposed Rotunda Building 
would appear directly beyond the base of the 
spire of the Grade I listed Church of St Bride’s. 
The top of New Bastion House would replace 
the existing Bastion House further right.

6.38 The telephoto version of the view (2T) shows 
that the top of the Rotunda Building would 
be set below the top of the lowest tier of St 
Bride’s, extending on both sides of the spire in 
its backdrop. While its appearance in the view 
would result in a slight loss of sky within the 
backdrop of the spire of St Bride’s, the amount 
of loss would be very slight and it would appear 
to step up to New Bastion House to the right, 
replacing the sheer edge of the existing 
Bastion House in the view with a more layered 
and visually recessive backdrop. The verticality 
and distinctive tiered profile of the spire of St 
Bride’s would remain a clearly legible feature of 
the view. With the naked eye, when taking in 
the full River Prospect, the top of the Rotunda 
Building would be little noticed, if at all, due to 
the small amount which would be visible and 
the number of landmark features which catch 
the eye, including St Bride’s.

6.39 The top of New Bastion House would appear at 
a similar height as the existing Bastion House, 
with a slightly broader mass, more modulated 
form and lighter materiality. It would maintain 
the existing stepped and layered skyline char-
acter in that part of the view, rising up and away 
from the spire of St Bride’s further left. It would 
have a lighter and more recessive appearance 
on the skyline than the existing building.

6.40 The character and high quality of the LVMF 
River Prospect would be fully maintained. The 
setting of St Paul’s Cathedral would be fully 
preserved. The visual setting of St Bride’s would 
be altered to a negligible degree. The spire of 
St Bride’s would remain a landmark and distinc-
tive vertical element against the sky.

6.41 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.42 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral
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6.43 A number of consented schemes will be seen 
consolidating existing tall building groups on 
the skyline – the City cluster on the right of the 
frame, the northern City fringe cluster to the 
left of St Paul’s, and a lower, broader grouping 
in the Fleet Street area towards the left of the 
frame. To the close left of St Bride’s church, 
the consented City of London police head-
quarters building within the Salisbury Square 
development will occlude much of the dome 
of the Old Bailey (Grade II*), while sculpted to 
maintain visibility of the gilded statue on top 
of the dome. The commercial building within 
the Salisbury Square development is visible set 
lower and to the right of the police building, at 
the base of the spire of St Bride’s. The Salisbury 
Square development is shown here as an 
orange wireline with a semi-transparent infill 
to aid legibility for the reader. This consented 
development partly occludes the top of 
the proposed Rotunda Building, seen in the 
backdrop of St Bride’s. There would be a very 
slight reduction in the degree of visibility of the 
Rotunda Building, however the overall effect is 
likely to be the same as for the proposed devel-
opment in isolation. 

6.44 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.45 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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2N LVMF 17B.1 | Golden Jubilee/Hungerford Footbridges: downstream – crossing the Westminster bank | Night
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Existing

6.46 This view is the same as View 2 but taken at 
night. It shows the panorama of the City and 
the River Thames illuminated after dark. The 
centre of the view is strikingly occupied by the 

coloured illumination of Waterloo Bridge. Rising 
above the bridge are the variously illuminated 
buildings of the City, stretching eastwards from 
Embankment to the OXO Tower on the far right 
of this panoramic view and on the opposite 
side of the river. Globe House on the left of the 

view is brightly illuminated, its stone materiality 
appearing strongly on the riverside vista. The 
dome and peristyle of St Paul’s Cathedral are 
illuminated in the centre of this view and the 
cathedral remains, as in daytime, the central 
focus of this LVMF view. The City cluster, on the 

right, forms a group of illuminated tall build-
ings, and clearly marks the City in this view. The 
northern riverbank is much darker, and punc-
tuated by more sparsely illuminated buildings 
such as the three residential Barbican towers. 
The spire of St Bride’s is not illuminated at night 

and has a much reduced presence when seen 
against a dark sky.

6.47 Value attached to the view: A designated LVMF 
SPG view of generally high value.

6.48 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.49 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.50 Sensitivity: high
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6.51 As by day, a sliver of the top of the proposed 
Rotunda Building would appear directly beyond 
the base of the spire of the Grade I listed 
Church of St Bride’s. The top of New Bastion 
House would replace the existing Bastion 
House further right. The spire of St Bride’s is not 
illuminated at night and has a much reduced 
presence when seen against a dark sky. The 
proposed development would have internal 
lighting, however it would be diffuse due to 
the outer fins, with brighter light picking out 
the glazed ‘cultural cap’ at the southern tip of 
the Rotunda Building, to the right of St Bride’s 
(N.B. the internal lighting shown in the render is 
indicative. As the lighting of other buildings in 
the photo shows, the illuminated parts of the 
building will depend on the occupants and will 
vary day to day). Due to the distance, the small 
amount visible, and the soft lighting against 
the night sky, the proposed development is 
unlikely to be noticed by the casual observer. 
The character and high quality of the LVMF 
River Prospect would be fully maintained. The 
setting of St Paul’s Cathedral would be fully 
preserved. The visual setting of St Bride’s would 
be altered to a negligible degree.

6.52 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.53 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral
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6.54 As by day, a number of consented schemes 
will be seen consolidating existing tall building 
groups on the skyline – the City cluster on the 
right of the frame, the northern City fringe 
cluster to the left of St Paul’s, and a lower, 
broader grouping in the Fleet Street area 
towards the left of the frame. To the close 
left of St Bride’s church, the consented City of 
London police headquarters building within 
the Salisbury Square development will occlude 
much of the dome of the Old Bailey (Grade 
II*), while sculpted to maintain visibility of 
the gilded statue on top of the dome. The 
commercial building within the Salisbury 
Square development is visible set lower and to 
the right of the police building, at the base of 
the spire of St Bride’s. This consented develop-
ment partly occludes the top of the proposed 
Rotunda Building, seen in the backdrop of 
St Bride’s. There would be a very slight reduc-
tion in the degree of visibility of the Rotunda 
Building, however the overall effect is likely to 
be the same as for the proposed development 
in isolation.

6.55 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.56 Scale and Nature of Effect: negligible, neutral

CUMULATIVE
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3 Golden Jubilee/Hungerford Footbridges: downstream – northern end
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6.57 This view looks east, from the northern end of 
the Golden Jubilee Hungerford Bridge foot-
bridges. This viewing position affords broad 
panoramic views across the London skyline 

and the River Thames with especially clear 
views towards Grade I listed St Paul’s Cathedral 
at the centre. It provides a similar vista to the 
LVMF View 17B examined previously. Grade 
II* listed Waterloo Bridge is next visible bridge 
downstream and makes up the middle ground 

of this view. The view spans from Temple on 
the northern bank to Royal Festival Hall at 
Southbank, and includes alongside the City 
cluster, other landmark buildings; most promi-
nently St Paul’s, but also the three Barbican 
towers, the Broadgate Tower and part of One 

Blackfriars on the far right. The viewing position 
lies within the Savoy Conservation Area and 
looks towards a number of further desig-
nated Conservation Areas; most prominently, 
the South Bank Conservation Area, Strand 
Conservation Area, Temples Conservation 

Area, Whitefriars Conservation Area, St Paul’s 
Cathedral Conservation Area, and the Old 
Barge House Alley Conservation Area. Historic 
landmarks are interspersed with more modern 
tall, and very tall buildings. The bottom left 
hand corner of this view includes the corru-
gated roof of the ferry terminal. Much of the 
view is occupied by the river.

6.58 Value attached to the view: A view from a 
bridge across the River Thames, scenic in 
nature and taking in many heritage assets. It is 
of generally medium-high value.

6.59 Visual receptors affected: High numbers of 
visitors, workers and residents walking along 
the bridge and enjoying the view.

6.60 Susceptibility to change of visual receptors: A 
high susceptibility to change.

6.61 Sensitivity: High
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6.62 As in the previous LVMF views, a sliver of the 
top of the proposed Rotunda Building would 
appear directly beyond the base of the spire 
of the Grade I listed Church of St Bride’s, 
extending left to the dome of the Old Bailey. 
The top of New Bastion House would replace 
the existing Bastion House immediately right 
of the St Bride’s spire.

6.63 While the proposed Rotunda Building would 
result in a slight loss of sky within the backdrop 
of the spire of St Bride’s, the amount of loss 
would be very slight, and while New Bastion 
House would be immediately right and very 
slightly closer than the existing Bastion House 
to St Bride’s in this view, its modulated form and 
lighter materiality would have a more recessive 
visual character in the backdrop of the spire 
than the present dark and sheer edge of the 
existing Bastion House building to its right. The 
verticality and distinctive tiered profile of the 
spire of St Bride’s would remain a clearly legible 
feature of the view. With the naked eye, when 
taking in the full River Prospect, the top of the 
Rotunda Building would be little noticed, if at 
all, due to the small amount which would be 
visible and the number of landmark features 
which catch the eye, including St Bride’s.

6.64 The top of New Bastion House would appear at 
a similar height as the existing Bastion House, 
with a slightly broader mass, more modulated 
form and lighter materiality. It would maintain 
the existing stepped and layered skyline char-
acter in that part of the view, rising up and 
away from the spire of St Bride’s. It would have 
a lighter and more recessive appearance on the 
skyline than the existing Bastion House.

6.65 The character and high quality of the LVMF 
River Prospect would be fully maintained. The 
setting of St Paul’s Cathedral would be fully 
preserved. The visual setting of St Bride’s would 
be altered to a negligible degree. The spire of 
St Bride’s would remain a landmark and distinc-
tive vertical element against the sky.

6.66 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.67 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral
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6.68 As in the previous LVMF views, a number of 
consented schemes will be seen consolidating 
existing tall building groups on the skyline – 
the City cluster on the right of the frame, the 
northern City fringe cluster to the left of St 
Paul’s, and a lower, broader grouping in the Fleet 
Street area towards the left of the frame. To the 
close left of St Bride’s, the consented Salisbury 
Square development will occlude the dome of 
the Old Bailey (Grade II*), while allowing its 
gilded statue to be visible above. Part of the 
Salisbury Square development is also visible 
lower and to the right, at the base of the spire 
of St Bride’s. The Salisbury Square development 
is shown here as an orange wireline with a semi-
transparent infill to aid legibility for the reader. 
This consented development partly occludes 
the top of the proposed Rotunda Building, 
seen in the backdrop of St Bride’s. There would 
be a very slight reduction in the degree of 
visibility of the Rotunda Building, however the 
overall effect is likely to be the same as for the 
proposed development in isolation.

6.69 Magnitude of Impact: very low

6.70 Scale and Nature of Effect: minor, neutral
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